Introduction
Infestations of mountain pine beetles (Dendrocton us ponderosae Hopkins) may be common in unthinned pine stands but are uncommon in thinned stands. according to Sartwell and Stevens (1975 unless some factor creates a primary focus tree within the stand (Eckberg et al. 1994 One hypothesis attributes the lack of MPB-caused mortality to the function of tree resistance, i.e., the ability of the host to defend itself against MPB attack (Berryman 1978 (Berryman 1978) . In contrast, trees in thinned stands have increased vigor and, therefore, increased resistance because the thinning reduced the competition (Mitchell et al. 1983 (GSL 148) 3 has remained about the same from 1989 through 1992 After the plots were cut in January 1990, theGSL80 and uncut control plot (GSL 148) and were recorded 1.3% of the time in the GSL 80 in this study (table 2) . Similarly, wind speeds in an uncut GSL 150 never exceeded 6 mph ; and the (Shepherd 1966 Coulson et al. 1985) . Most forest ento-
